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HEART OF TEXAS FEAST OF SHARING 


Diners, volunteers enjoy Thanksgiving tradition 


Troy Hawkins smiles as he eats a Thanksgiving meal served by H-E-B employee Dora Galindo during the 
grocery store chain’s 28th annual Feast of Sharing on Tuesday afternoon at the Palmer Events Center. A 
team of 1,400 area volunteers served the free meal to more than 14,000 people. Free flu shots were offered 
and about 20 nonprofits provided information about services. Story, B1. RALPH BARRERA / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


NEW DETAILS BORDER PATROL DEATH 


Cause of Border Patrol 
agent’s death uncertain 


Was he attacked, as 
some are saying, 
or was it an accident? 


By Sean Collins Walsh 
scwalsh@statesman.com 


Questions are emerging about 
whether a Saturday night inci- 
dent in West Texas that left a 
Border Patrol agent dead and 
another injured was an attack 
— as Republican politicians and 
Border Patrol union officials have 
said — or an accident. 

A federal official told The Asso- 
ciated Press that the agents might 
have accidentally fallen down a 
14-foot culvert near Interstate 
10 in Van Horn, and Culberson 
County Sheriff Oscar Carrillo 
told The Dallas Morning News 
that investigators believe it might 
have been an accident, with the 
possibility that both agents might 
have fallen down an embankment 
in the dark. 


Victor M. 
Velazquezis 
acting chief 
of Customs 
and Border 
Protection. 


The FBI, which on Tuesday 
offered a $25,000 reward for 
information helpful to its inves- 
tigation, has classified the inci- 
dent as a “potential assault on a 
federal officer,” but it has not yet 
determined whether there was 
an assault, said Jeanette Harper, 
a spokeswoman for the bureau’s 
El Paso office. 

But that hasn’t stopped some 
from making political hay out of 
the incident. Gov. Greg Abbott 
has offered a $20,000 reward for 
tips about the “murder.” U.S. Sen. 
Ted Cruz, R-Texas, bemoaned the 
“ongoing threat that an unsecure 
border poses,” and President 
Donald Trump took to Twitter 
to use the incident to push for a 


GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY 


Judge voids Austin’s approval of Champions development 


City did not give public a proper heads-up before 
waiving environmental regulations, ruling says. 


By Elizabeth Findell 
efindell@statesman.com 


Austin city leaders did not give 
the public a proper heads-up 
about their intentions before 
voting to waive environmental 
regulations for a controversial 
housing development, a judge 
ruled Tuesday. 

The ruling marks the second 


time in just over a year that the city 
of Austin has been found to have 
violated the Texas Open Meet- 
ings Act in approving a develop- 
ment plan. Both suits came from 
former Travis County Judge Bill 
Aleshire, an open government 
attorney. 

In yet another Open Meetings 
Act case, the American-States- 
man is suing the city alleging vio- 


wall along the U.S.-Mexico border. 

“We will seek out and bring 
to justice those responsible. We 
will, and must, build the Wall!” 
Trump wrote. 

The agent who died was 36-year- 
old Rogelio Martinez. He is sur- 
vived by a fiancée, a son and three 
stepchildren, according to a state- 
ment from Victor Velazquez, act- 
ing chief of Customs and Border 
Protection. 

The incident took place at about 
11:20 p.m. Saturday, and Martinez 
died in a Van Horn hospital early 
Sunday. 

The second agent, who has not 
been named and reportedly has 
no memory of the incident, was 
in critical but stable condition on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Both had traumatic head 
wounds, according to the FBI’s 
poster for the $25,000 reward. 

Although investigators have not 
offered details on the incident, 


Agent continued on A4 


lations during a Nov. 2 executive 
session to conduct interviews of 
city manager candidates. Intent 
on evading the media and keeping 
the candidates secret, City Coun- 
cil members raced away from 
the posted meeting location in 
vans to an undisclosed location, 
later found to be a meeting room 
behind federal security check- 
points in the Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport. 

Mayor Steve Adler could not be 
reached Tuesday for comment. 
The city issued an email state- 
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VIVA 
‘COCO’ 


Review: Pixar goes to Mexico for a 
family-friendly feast for the eyes. 


FCC chairman 


moves 


to end 


net neutrality 


Rules force internet 
providers to treat all 
online content equally. 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Federal Com- 
munications Commission Chair- 
man Ajit Pai on Tuesday fol- 
lowed through on his pledge to 
repeal 2015 regulations designed 
to ensure that internet ser- 
vice providers treat all online 
content and apps equally, setting 
up a showdown with consumer 
groups and internet compan- 
ies who fear the move will sti- 
fle competition and innova- 
tion. 

The current rules, known as 
net neutrality, impose utility-style 
regulation on ISPs such as Com- 
cast, AT&T and Verizon to pre- 
vent them from favoring their 
own digital services over those 
of their rivals. 

Pai said that he believes the net 


AUSTIN FIRE DEPARTMENT 


neutrality rules adopted during 
the Obama administration dis- 
courage the ISPs from making 
investments in their network 
that would provide even better 
and faster online access. 

“Under my proposal, the fed- 
eral government will stop micro- 
managing the internet,” Pai said 
in a statement. 

Pai distributed his alterna- 
tive plan to other FCC commis- 
sioners Tuesday in preparation 
for a Dec. 14 vote on the propos- 
al. 

He promised to release his 
entire proposal Wednesday. 

The attempt to repeal net neu- 
trality has triggered protests from 
consumer groups and internet 
companies. 

More than 22 million comments 
have been filed with the FCC about 
whether net neutrality should be 
rolled back. 

The Internet Association, a 
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Reports: Female 
patients groped 


Ex-firefighter charged 
in hidden camera case 
faced complaints in ’13. 


By Tony Plohetski 
tolohetski@statesman.com 


A former Austin fire lieutenant 
recently charged with placing 
a hidden camera in a women’s 
changing area at a fire station 
was the subject of complaints 
by his colleagues in 2013 for how 
he performed medical checks on 
female patients. 

In written reports obtained 
by the American-Statesman and 
KVUE-TV, three firefighters con- 
tended that recently retired Lt. 
James Baker was seen putting 


ment saying officials are still fig- 
uring out their next steps. 
“While we are disappointed 
in the ruling, we appreciate 
the court’s thoughtful consid- 
eration of this matter,” it said. 
“We are committed to follow- 
ing the Open Meetings Act. In 
light of the judge’s decision, we 
will assess our options, and will 
advise council accordingly.” 
Aleshire challenged Austin in 
June over the agenda posting 
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his hand down women’s shirts 
for no apparent medical reason, 
including once after a minor traf- 
fic collision. Several of his col- 
leagues wrote that Baker’s actions 
made them and other firefight- 
ers uncomfortable. 

Union officials say the Fire 
Department did not properly 
address the firefighters’ allega- 
tions at the time in March 2013 and 
did not interview them for addi- 
tional information. The depart- 
ment did not treat the complaints 
as a possible disciplinary matter. 

“I do not want to be associ- 
ated with this type of patient care 
and hopefully it will never hap- 
pen again,” a firefighter wrote 


Complaints continued on A4 


Champions 
tract 


Shepherd 
Mountain 


Source: maps4news/@HERE 


NATION & WORLD, AQ 
President shrugs off 
Moore sexallegations 


Trump says voters in Alabama 
should not support “liberal” rival 
to GOP Senate candidate facing 
claims of molesting minors. 


NATION & WORLD, A8 
Judge blocks Trump’s 
‘sanctuary’ funds rule 


The executive order barring cities 
from getting federal funds if they 
didn’t comply with deportation 
efforts is ruled unconstitutional. 


METRO & STATE, B1 
MoPactolllanes boost 
Cesar Chavez St. traffic 


City officials looking at ways to 
ease MoPac toll lanes’ impact 
onrush-hour traffic along Cesar 
Chavez Street. 
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